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§ 1-44.2.  Presumptive ownership of abandoned railroad easements. 

(a) Whenever a railroad abandons a railroad easement, all right, title and interest in the 

strip, piece or parcel of land constituting the abandoned easement shall be presumed to be 

vested in those persons, firms or corporations owning lots or parcels of land adjacent to the 

abandoned easement, with the presumptive ownership of each adjacent landowner extending to 

the centerline of the abandoned easement. In cases where the railroad easement adjoins a public 

road right-of-way, the adjacent property owner's right, title and interest in the abandoned 

railroad easement shall extend to the nearest edge of the public road right-of-way. 

The side boundaries of each parcel so presumptively vested in the adjacent property owner 

shall be determined by extending the side property lines of the adjacent parcels to the centerline 

of the abandoned easement, or as the case may be, the nearest edge of the public road 

right-of-way. In the event the side property lines of two adjacent property owners intersect 

before they meet the centerline or nearest edge of the public road right-of-way, as the case may 

be, such side property lines shall join and run together from the point of intersection to the 

centerline of the easement or nearest edge of the public road right-of-way, as the case may be, 

perpendicular to said centerline or edge. 

(b) The presumption established by this section is rebuttable by showing that a party 

has good and valid title to the land. 

(c) Repealed by Session Laws 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1071, s. 6. (1987, c. 433, s. 1; 

1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1071, s. 6; 2004-203, s. 14.) 


